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These
three local
heroes
didn’t let
lockdown
stop them
from
changing
lives
Rali Mampeule

H

ome is where
Rali Mampeule’s
heart is, but over
lockdown he didn’t retreat to
his own. The self-made property magnate was too busy
helping others, answering
a national call for business
owners to pitch in and assist
where they could. Mampeule’s game is real estate and
he’s passionate about the
speedy delivery of housing for
the poor, so he headed for a
desolate patch of land near
Roodepoort to bring comfort
to a forgotten community.
This dusty, dry lot is known
as Plot 323, or Ikemeleng to
the tented community that
relocated here after being
evicted from nearby farmlands. With few amenities,
let alone four walls or a roof,
these families have struggled
to stay safe, forced to fight the

elements on the frontline. And
that was before the virus hit.
With winter approaching, no
brick and mortar to retreat to
and a cramped proximity that
prevents any real social distancing, things were looking
dire. That was until Mampeule stepped in and, through his
South African Housing and
Infrastructure Fund (Sahif),
donated 72 temporary shelters
to these families.
Once the board had approved the donation, things
moved very quickly. Within
10 days, 50 of these structures had been delivered and
erected, and soon thereafter
around 300 people had a place
to call home. These fireproof,
wooden-floored, two-bedroom
units are smartly insulated for
maximum weather durability
— keeping warm in the winter
and cool in the summer. And,

although considered temporary,
they last up to 15 years and are
often used as accommodation
in game lodges and on farms.
Minister of human settlements, water & sanitation Lindiwe Sisulu hosted a
handover ceremony at which
she thanked Sahif, saying:
“This is the kind of shelter
that anybody would be happy
to live in. It provides the necessary decency and the necessary privacy.”
Putting roofs over heads is
not a random act of kindness
for Mampeule and, although
his property portfolio has expanded enormously over the
years, one of his key goals is
finding solutions to our housing crisis. Sahif’s innovative
model sees the company acquiring vacant, centralised
land in urban areas, and converting these plots into zoned

and serviced stands on which
the poor and working class
can build homes. It’s a solution that not only gives the
disenfranchised an opportunity to own title deeds, but
also provides access to amenities — shops, parks, clinics
and transportation hubs —
that in the past were a walk
too far. This approach tackles
the enduring and horrific legacy of South Africa’s spatial
separation head-on, turning
the tide of systematic societal
distancing that prevailed long
before this pandemic.
This ground-up attitude of
empowering the most vulnerable mirrors Mampeule’s own
rise in the business world.
Known for his bootstrapping
ways, his well-documented
story puts a new spin on the
property world’s mantra: location, location, location. In the
early 2000s he found himself
in exactly the right place at the
most opportune time, selling
boerewors rolls in close proximity to Paul Everitt, son of
Charles, the founder of Chas
Everitt International Property Group. Everitt recognised
a burning ambition in the
young Mampeule and offered
him a job as an assistant realestate agent.
Back then, Mampeule was
studying for a BCom degree
through Unisa; now he is a
Harvard alumnus. Along the
way, he became the country’s
first black real-estate principal, started investment-holding company Phadima Group
Holdings,
won
multiple
awards, created a foundation
and learnership programme,
and has been elected onto
the Forbes Real Estate Council. His journey has taken him
around the world, but never
too far from his roots or the
poor, whom he plans to keep
supporting for years to come.
For more information, visit
sahiffund.co.za
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spaza shops and hawkers were not selling,” says Kubheka.
He realised that small enterprises in townships play a
huge role in supplying food to the people living in those
communities. That’s what inspired him to round up volunteer
chefs from Wakanda to prepare 200 meals in the first month
of lockdown.
“People sat at home and waited for this magic moment and
we said, ‘No,we are going to be part of the solution.’ Last month
we did over 65 000 [meals],” Kubheka says.
Partnering with food-rescue organisation SA Harvest,
Kubheka worked to bridge the gap between the excess food
from businesses that had shut down and hungry citizens. But he
knows that this is a temporary measure. “One of the things that
would frustrate me was that we would go and feed a community,
then the next day there would be one-and-half times more people than the previous day. So it’s not solving the problem, it’s
just remedying it,” says Kubheka. “People get tired of helping,
especially when there are more people the next day.”
As lockdown levels shif t and the future remains
uncertain, Kubheka is working to ensure that communities
become self-sustainable, rather than dependent on charity,
through collecting goods to assist them in continuing their daily
lives as shop owners, hawkers or informal traders.

here are many ways in which we can change
people’s lives, but for paediatric surgeon Professor Jerome Loveland, it’s all about helping
those most in need.
Loveland is the founder of Surgeons for Little Lives,
an organisation comprising a team of paediatric surgeons and everyday heroes working to give children access to life-changing surgeries.
Prior to “sneaking into Wits Medical School”, Loveland grew up in Hillbrow after his English parents had
migrated to the area. His mother was a nursing sister,
and a keen interest in medicine as a child grew into
Loveland’s decision to pursue medicine as a career. In
his first year he joined the Johannesburg Emergency
Services as a volunteer, which Loveland credits as a
highlight, giving him insight into “the other side” of life.
Loveland founded Surgeons for Little Lives while
working at Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital, which
he noticed had poor access to resources. “It served
this massive community and was disadvantaged on
so many levels. The first thing was to work at Bara to
provide a superb clinical service to our patients,” says
Loveland. And he succeeded in this mission, attracting
many more surgeons to work by his side in the hospital’s trauma unit.
“But then it became evident that we weren’t going
to get the support that we required to really grow the
unit to a level that the patients and staff working in the
unit deserved,” he says. He notes that Baragwanath
remains devastatingly under-resourced but he had
some success. While the main aim of Surgeons for Little Lives is to ensure young patients get the operations
they need, the NPO also assists in training registrars at
the hospital. “We grew the idea and put the framework
together and formally launched in 2015. It’s just been
a torrential success.”
Going beyond the operating room, the organisation
spends 90% of the funds received to not only help
patients in the hospital but also to support them in their
daily lives. While under-resourced hospitals around the
world face similar issues, Loveland says Surgeons for
Little Lives is a great example of finding solutions.
“It tells you that it can be done in all other aspects
of medical care in South Africa. That should give everybody hope.”
Speaking to fellow South Africans facing the Covid-19
scourge, Loveland says more South Africans need to
work together.“Collaboration brings success. We need
to work together in our respective communities and as
a country. By collaborating and working together we will
ensure the best possible outcomes.”

To contribute, visit saharvest.org

To contribute, visit surgeonsforlittlelives.org
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uring the early 2000s, Hansa Pilsener launched a
series of advertisements that resonated with many
South Africans, featuring a fictional character, Vuyo,
who became renowned for his boerewors-roll business. Labelled
a “big, big, dreamer”, the character has much in common with
IT-graduate-turned-gastronomist Miles Kubheka.
In 2012, Kubheka founded Vuyo’s, which has come to be a
hotspot on Soweto’s famed Vilakazi Street. Ever the eager entrepreneur seeking solutions to South African problems, Kubheka
used fiction again as a conduit for change in 2018. He founded
Wakanda Food Technology Accelerator as a way to offer assistance to entrepreneurs in the food industry.
“I saw the movie Black Panther and, in it, Wakanda was a
successful country. I wanted to start a business where I could
find amazing food creatives who had experienced similar
challenges as me. We have a shared kitchen where everyone
who is in the food space can come and utilise our infrastructure,”
says Kubheka.
However, when the Covid-19 pandemic hit South Africa,
many of the businesses Wakanda assisted came to a halt. Many
produced goods that were centred on events or delicacies that
were impractical for the lockdown period.
“We applied for an essential-services certificate because we
knew that food was going to be scarce in the townships, since
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